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Hurco - A Practitioner of Intelhigent Manufacturing in China
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—— Interview with Mr. Scott Yao, General Manager of Hurco China
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Mr. Scott Yao, General Manager of Hurco China
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new round of industrial revolution focusing on intelligent

manufacturing is kicked off with the introduction of

National Strategic Plan for Advanced Manufacturing
(2012) of the US, Industry 4.0 (2013) of Germany and Made in
China 2025 (2015). In the "Made in China 2025" strategy, it is
clarified that intelligent manufacturing is the focus of future
development of manufacturing industry, and the objectives
are proposed for improvement of manufacturing innovation
capabilities. In the "13th Five-Year Plan" for national science
and technology innovation, the intelligent manufacturing
industry also became an important task. Among other things,
high-end CNC machine tools
and basic manufacturing
equipment were included
in national science and
technology major projects.
As a technology leader in the
industry, Hurco invented and
possesses the world's most
advanced intelligent control
system WinMax. Compatible
with conversational
programming and standard
NC programming, it is the
fastest control system in the
industry to turn print into
parts. In addition, WinMax is
a Windows-based CNC system
and can be connected with the workshop production units such
as AGV, stereoscopic warehouse, robot and measuring machine
through the MTConnect communication protocol, and integrated
into the manufacturing execution system (MES), so as to realize
intelligent and flexible production. The core competence of
Hurco is embodied in innovative control system and motion-
control software. Through the development and integration of
advanced control technologies, Hurco has become a leading
machine tool supplier which helps manufacturing companies
become more profitable with high-quality machine tools and
advanced intelligent control technology and software. Mr. Scott
Yao, the General Manager of Hurco China, said that Hurco
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Company, founded in 1968, has been focusing on technology
research and development since its launch of the first Hurco
machine tool in 1978, continuously making innovations in
machine tool control technology to provide users with unique
and revolutionary software and CNC system. Over the past 50
years, Hurco has been dedicated to developing advanced control
technology to increase the users' core productivity. Now it can
create a control system which is the most powerful, easy-to-use,
and user-friendly in the industry as well as a machining center
known for rigidity and high stability. Hurco machine tools have
won the trust of users around the world with high rigidity,
stability and reliability. Hurco
started doing business in China
in the early 1990s and entered
China through trading import and
export in order to meet the needs
of nation building. At present,
the Business Headquarters and
Technical Training Center of
Hurco China are located in the
Shanghai Free Trade Zone, with
sales and service centers set up
in Beijing, Dongguan, Chongqing,
and Xi'an.

This year marks the 50th
anniversary of Hurco Group. Hurco
has been leading in technology,
with a clear development course
starting with the invention of control system and software.
Scott said, "The Chinese government is fully advocating
Made in China 2025, with the fundamental idea of intelligent
manufacturing being to reduce the dependence on the skills
and professionalism of people. It happens that Hurco focuses
on the control system itself as the first company in the industry
to develop conversational control technology. Currently, many
patented technologies of Hurco have been used by a lot of
companies. Hurco China is also the first among the Hurco Group
to implement concepts of intelligent manufacturing as landing
projects."

Powerful intelligent control technology has made Hurco
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a leader in intelligent manufacturing. Scott analyzed, "Since
2001, Hurco has tried to introduce high-end products and new
technologies to China and entered the high-quality and high-
tech field of Chinese manufacturing industry. This strategy
turns out to be correct. Hurco has two product series - general-
purpose and performance, and it is gratifying that in 2018, the
sales proportion of the latter exceeds that of the former for the
first time. We can also make products with higher efficiency
and precision for high-demanding fields such as aerospace,
medical devices, and automotive parts. This change adapts to
the transformation of Chinese market from high speed to high
quality, promoting the development of
China's manufacturing industry by doing
its bit in improving quality. "

In November 2018, the First China
International Import Expo was held in
Shanghai. As a manufacturer of high-tech
CNC machine tools, Hurco Group was
invited to participate in the event with
powerful intelligent control technology
and has attracted great attention from
all walks of life. At the Expo, Hurco
exhibited its patented UltiMotion
technology which is based on software
engineering algorithm theory and has
undergone 15 years of research and
development as another revolutionary
breakthrough for Hurco. Moreover,
Hurco demonstrated six units machining centers, impressing the
audience with Hurco's powerful intelligent control technology
through machining. Scott emphasized, "We have shown the
audience and our counterparts what Hurco is dealing with. We
came to China not to compete with our counterparts in price
and similar products, but to bring in advanced and distinctive
technologies. We send a clear signal to the market and industry
- we have different machining solutions, a low-cost alternative
for customers, which may realize required machining results for
manufacturing companies with half or less of the cost through
our algorithm technology and motion-control technology."

Scott, a professional in mechanical manufacturing who used
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to work with many top-class European multinationals for years
and has extensive management experience, has been working
with Hurco for eight years. He said, "I hope that I can bring the
brand from infancy in the Chinese market to a platform through
my efforts. As a technology-based company, Hurco is open in
management. We can make a lot of trials and the headquarters
has provided full technological support. The headquarters has
little restrictions on our strategy and development direction
in the Chinese market. After the eight years, our first practical
intelligent manufacturing line has been successfully applied
to the aerospace industry, which is indispensable from our
enterprise culture."

Speaking of the future
development, Scott said
with confidence, "In the
future, Hurco Group will
take the Chinese market
as a strategic orientation,
including product
development, business
model, and R&D of the
technologies. We are one
of the first companies to
engage in automation and
intelligent manufacturing
in China. The success
in China has become
the strategic direction
of Hurco Group. In the future, it will certainly attract more
attention from the headquarters in terms of technology and
R&D."

After 30 years of rapid development by "Made in China",
China has become the world's greatest manufacturing power.
In the next 30 years, Made in China will transit from emphasis
on speed to emphasis on quality. The intelligentization of
manufacturing process requires the transition to make it lean,
standardized, modularized, automated, and digitalized. As the
pioneer of the intelligent manufacturing industry, Hurco will
spare no effort in research and development and continue to
contribute to intelligent manufacturing of China!
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